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Introduction
[1] What is the major difference between macro- and micro-observation?

Macro- and Micro-observation
[2] Take a few minutes to process the material in the table below comparing and contrasting the 
two approaches to observation. What does this table suggest to you about why it is important to 
examine the Bible both ways?

Macro-observation Micro-observation
Scope Whole book Individual passage
Who Author and recipient(s) All characters named in a pas-

sage
What Major idea(s) of the book Big idea of an individual pas-

sage
How Outline of the book Structure and/or outline of a 

specific passage
When Time the book was written Timing of events that occur or 

are mentioned in a passage
Where Are author and readers Describe places mentioned in a 

passage

A Historical, Grammatical, Literary, and Cultural Study of a Bible Passage
[3] What are we looking for to complete our historical observation of a Bible passage? 

Micro-Observation
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[4] What are we defining and explaining when we do a cultural observation of a Bible passage?

[5] What are we identifying when we do a literary observation of a Bible passage? 

[6] What are we defining when we do a grammatical study of a Bible passage? 

[7] What makes a term a “key term”?

How Do We Do Micro-observation?
[8] What two things does this section of the lesson say to do to prepare us to complete a micro-
observation of a Bible passage? 

[9] Focus on these broad descriptions of these six biblical genres. If you are not familiar with the 
characteristics of each genre, you may want to keep these descriptions handy until you have them 
fixed in your mind. 



SF106 Study Guide | © 2019 Our Daily Bread University All Rights Reserved.  |  Lesson 04  |  03

www.christianuniversity.org

[10] This lesson’s list of “things to observe” may seem overwhelming at first, but when you apply it 
to a Bible passage it goes much faster than these lists may indicate.  Many students have reported 
that they find themselves applying this micro-observation to most everything they read when 
they develop this habit of observing what’s in a text. Does this method of studying the Bible seem 
useable to you?

[11] Review the objectives.
Explain each component of a historical, grammatical, literary, and cultural study of a Bible 
passage.

Give a general description of how we apply each of the six observation questions to a micro-
observation of a Bible passage.

Reflection
Record one new fact or insight you discovered in this lesson. 

Application
An excellent passage to practice your observation process on is Acts 1:8. Complete a macro-ob-
servation of Acts, then focus on chapter 1 as a macro-study of the verse’s immediate context, and 
then attempt a micro-observation of that single verse. 
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